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Dear parents and caregivers, 

 

We have all enjoyed a fabulous first week at school with students settling back 

into school routines quickly after the holiday break.  

Thank you to all our families for ensuring students are attending in their full school 

uniform every day. Uniforms promote a feeling of community and help students 

feel like they are included. It has been an absolute pleasure to see our students 

wearing their uniforms with pride each day at school. Please ensure your child's 

name is clearly written on everything they bring to school as this will help us to 

quickly reunite students with lost property and minimise students accidentally 

picking up and wearing the incorrect school hat.   

Parents and teachers both play important roles in developing children's positive 

attitudes towards education and fostering their enjoyment of learning. We look 

forward to working in partnership with our families to improve student learning 

outcomes throughout the year. 
 

Michelle Dalgliesh 

This Week Coming Up  Next Week 

Classroom information sessions –  

See inside for days/times 

 

Tuesday 9 February  

P&C AGM 3.30pm 

 

Wednesday 10 February 

Assembly –2.30pm  

Leader’s Induction Ceremony 

(invite only) 

 

Friday 12 February 

Small Schools Swimming Carnival 

 

Canteen open - Wed & Friday 

Thursday 4 March 

School Photo Day 

 

Thursday 18 February 

Clarence District 

Swimming Carnival 



Parent Information Sessions 

Classroom teachers will be hosting information sessions after school this week to 

share specific information about their classroom expectations and routines.  
 

Sessions are as follows:  

Monday 8th February   K/1  4.00 - 4.30pm Mrs Conyard  

       1/2  4.30 - 5.00pm Mrs Moran  

Tuesday 9th February   2/3  4.00 - 4.30pm Miss Howard  

Wednesday 10th February  3/4  4.00 - 4.30pm Mrs Creighton  

       5/6  4.30 - 5.00pm Miss Nay  
 

For families who are unable to attend these sessions, all relevant information will 

be sent home with students the following day. Supervision will be provided in the 

school hall for families who do not have childcare available at these times. There 

will be COVID 19 check-in QR codes and visitor forms to complete in each 

classroom. Please go to the school hall if you need directions to your child’s 

classroom. As always, if you have any concerns regarding your child’s learning, 

please contact the school office and we can make arrangements for your child's 

teacher to contact you. 
 

Attendance 

Regular attendance at school is essential to assist students to maximise their 

potential. If a student misses as little as 8 days in a school term, by the end of 

primary school they will have missed over a year of school! 

We all want our students to get a great education, and the building blocks for a 

great education begin with students coming to school each and every day. 

If students miss school regularly, they miss out on learning the fundamental skills 

that will set them up for success in the later years of school. There is no safe 

number of days for missing school – each day a student misses puts them behind, 

and can affect their educational outcomes. Each missed day is associated with 

progressively lower achievement in numeracy, writing and reading. 

Please see the attached flyer for more detailed information regarding attendance 

requirements in public schools. 
 

School photos 

The 2021 official school photos, for individuals and class groups, will be taken on 

Thursday 4th March. The cost of a basic school pack will be $41.00, including 

student photos and a class photo. Other options are available and will be 

detailed on the order envelope. Please follow order and payment instructions on 

the envelope, which will be issued to each student by next week. 

Envelopes can also be returned before the day and held at the office, if 

preferred. Sibling/family (only for children attending the school) and spare 

envelopes can be collected from the school office from next week.   



Small Schools Swimming Carnival 

Good luck to all students who have nominated to attend the Small Schools 

Swimming Carnival at the Grafton Pool this Friday 12 February. Students will be 

competing in a range of events throughout the day and Miss Nay and Mrs 

Dalgliesh will be in attendance at the carnival. 

Students with successful qualifying times will be invited to attend the Clarence 

District Carnival at Grafton on Thursday 18 February. 

 

Welfare system-awards  

We encourage and motivate our students to work hard and make good choices 

through a structured positive awards system. Our students receive Star Awards for 

outstanding effort and achievement across a range of areas that align to our 

school values, including academic performance, citizenship, values and effort. 

Star Awards are tallied throughout the year and students can earn a Bronze 

Award (6 Star Awards), Silver Award (10 Star Awards), Gold Award (15 Star 

Awards) and Diamond Award (23 Star Awards).  

Additionally, students are awarded Cool Cards for demonstrating behaviour that 

aligns to the current Cool Card focus. For classroom achievement, students are 

also awarded classroom Merit Certificates which are presented to students at 

fortnightly assemblies. Both Cool Cards and Merit Certificates can contribute to 

each student's Star Award total. 

 

Term 1 Cool Cards 

Each term we choose a focus area for our Cool Card reward program to 

encourage students to demonstrate positive behaviours at school. This term our 

cool card focus is 'Responsibility'. Staff will be rewarding students 

who display responsible behaviour in the classroom or playground with a cool 

card. Students write their names on the cool card and place them in the 

special Cool Card box in the office. Prize winners are drawn from this box at our 

fortnightly assembly and winners are able to select a special prize. 

 

School fees 

An annual general voluntary contribution fee of $50 is levied for each student, 

with a reduced fee for siblings. This money is used to purchase all resources 

needed for each student and subsidise or cover additional school activities and 

excursions. Coutts Crossing Public School has always strived to minimise any cost 

of education for students. The payment of voluntary contributions will allow the 

school to continue to offer special opportunities to students that would otherwise 

not be accessible or affordable. Fees can be paid online via our website, or by 

cash or cheque at the school office. Please contact the school office for sibling 

discount details. A statement of account will be sent home with each family next 

week. We understand that at the start of the year other expenses have been a 

priority, such as uniforms and school photos, so we ask that the annual general 

voluntary contribution be paid by the end of Term 1.  



Classroom News - Library 

The library continues to be a busy learning space even at this early stage of the 

year. The library is open every day at lunch time for students to engage in a 

variety of activities. All classes will use the library for borrowing and returning of 

resources. Class library borrowing times will be advised at the classroom parent 

meetings and through a class information letter.  

Students are able to borrow each week, but to take the books home they will 

need to use the school’s waterproof library bag. Kindergarten and new students 

are given a library bag during their first library lesson. If a student does not have a 

library bag they can still borrow but they will need to leave the book in their 

classroom until they are able to bring in their library bag.  

Please join the teachers in encouraging your child to borrow every week and to 

read each night. The research is very clear about the impact of reading regularly.  

Starting in kindergarten, if a student reads 20 minutes a day at home, they will 

hear 1.8 million words per year.  They will have read for 851 hours by 6th grade 

and on standardised tests, they will likely score better than 90% of their peers. 

This is compelling data on the benefits of encouraging your child to read. 
 

As part of my role at Coutts Crossing PS I have the pleasure of working with all 

teachers in all classes. Throughout this semester we will be refining a teaching 

strategy  in mathematics called a  ‘number talk’. During ‘number talks’ students 

communicate their thinking to the class and justify their solutions to specifically 

designed computation problems. Through number talks our intention is for 

students to develop more accurate, efficient and flexible computation strategies.  

Additionally, students develop the essential skills required for problem solving and 

effective collaboration.  OK, lets try one out!  

What is the answer to the following problems AND what strategy did you use to 

solve them? (Must be solved mentally, so no calculators, pen or paper)  

18 + 5  

18 x 5 

Please submit your answers and the strategy used, through your child to school. 

We will publish the results in a future 

newsletter.  

Mr Woolridge 

 

Canteen 

All purchases from canteen will be by 

order only at both recess and lunch. 

New volunteers are always needed and 

welcome, even if you have only a couple 

of days to spare each term.  

No experience necessary! 

Canteen Roster 

Wednesday Friday 

10/2 
Georgina & Kirsty 

12/2 
Ryanda  

17/2 
? 

19/2 
? 

Volunteers - please get in touch and let us 
know when you are available, or if you’d like 
to start as a new volunteer.  



P&C AGM 

Come along to the 2021 P&C Annual General Meeting tomorrow, Tuesday 9th 

February, in the school hall at 3.30pm.  

CCPS P&C is a small but active group of dedicated parents who enjoy supporting 

our school community through fundraising and hosting special events. Attending 

P&C meetings is a fantastic way to meet other parents and connect with the 

school. New families are always welcome! 

The role of the P&C is to promote the interests of the school by bringing parents, 

community, students and teaching staff into close cooperation; assisting in 

providing additional resources for the school community; providing valuable 

feedback to the school and Department of Education; and assist the teaching 

staff through providing valuable feedback during school planning and 

management processes. Nominations for executive positions will be called at the 

meeting. If members are not able to attend the AGM they must submit apologies 

to the P&C and indicate in writing if they are happy to accept nomination to a 

position or wish to nominate for a position. For a member to be eligible to vote or 

stand for office, they must be financial at least one meeting prior. If more than 

one person is nominated for a committee position, a secret ballot will be 

conducted by those present during the meeting. The executive committee 

positions available on the P&C are: President, Vice President, Secretary and 

Treasurer. 

We look forward to seeing some returning and new faces at the AGM tomorrow! 
 

Gumbaynggirr Language Lessons  

Welcome back to Mr Dean Loadsman, who has recommenced Gumbaynggirr 

language lessons and his mentor program at our school. Dean visits classrooms 

each Friday to deliver language and culture lessons and mentor our Aboriginal 

students, sharing cultural knowledge and experiences.  

We look forward to another fantastic year working with Mr Loadsman. 
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Calling all parents and carers! Claim your first 

$100 Active Kids voucher for the year. 

 

Voucher 1 is valid January to December and a 

second voucher is valid July to December.  

Register and get your kids playing today: https://

www.service.nsw.gov.au/campaign/active-kids  

https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/campaign/active-kids
https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/campaign/active-kids


 



 


