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Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
 

Welcome back to all our returning families and a special welcome to the new 

families joining our school community this year.   

Thank you for entrusting us with the care and education of your children. We look 

forward to a productive year filled with exciting learning experiences and new 

challenges.    

We are very excited to be welcoming Miss Kim Howard to the teaching team 

as our 2/3/4 classroom teacher and Mrs Sharon McLaughlan in the role of School 

Learning Support Officer this year.   

The beginning of the school year can be an anxious time for students (and 

parents) as they adjust to a new class, new teacher and new routines. Our 

staff are focused on ensuring student welfare and are committed to helping 

students settle quickly and happily into their new classes. If you have any 

concerns at all, please contact the school and we will work together to ensure 

every child has a positive, happy start to 2020. 
 

Michelle Dalgliesh 
 

Canteen 

The canteen will be open on Wednesdays and Fridays for recess and lunch. A 

current menu is included on the back page of the newsletter. 
 

Important dates 

This Week Next Week Coming Up  

Mon– Welcome Kindergarten! 

 

Tues- Information sessions 

Kinder  5.00ppm 

1/2       5.30pm 

 

Wed- Information sessions 

2/3/4    5.00pm 

4/5/6    5.30pm 

Wed–  

Assembly 2.30pm 

Captains Induction 

 

Fri–  

Small Schools Swimming 

Carnival 

Tues 18 Feb–  

P&C AGM &  

General Meeting 9.30am 

 

Thur 5 Mar– School Photos 

 



Welcome Kindergarten! 

Information Sessions 

Classroom teachers will be hosting information sessions after school this week to 

share specific information about their classroom expectations and routines. If you 

are unable to attend, information will be sent home with students.  

Sessions are as follows: 

Tuesday 4/2/20                                                          Wednesday 5/2/20 

Kinder 5.00pm                                                           2/3/4      5.00pm 

1/2        5.30pm                                                           4/5/6      5.30pm 

For families who are unable to attend these sessions, all relevant information will 

be sent home with students the following day. As always, if you have any 

concerns regarding your child’s learning, please contact the school office to 

make an appropriate appointment. 

Supervision will be provided in the school hall for families who do not have 

childcare available at these times. 
 

Uniforms  

Thank you to those families who have collected their 'complimentary' school shirt. 

The students are looking absolutely fabulous in the new style. If you have not yet 

collected your child's  'complimentary' shirt, staff will select an appropriate size for 

your child and send the shirt home with students this week. If you would like to 

purchase additional shirts ($28.00) or hats ($8.00), they will be available for 

purchase from the school office. 



School routines 

Our school has two designated areas for parents to wait when collecting their 

students each afternoon. Parents may wait under the canteen area or at the bus 

shelter for their students to walk up from classrooms. We respectfully ask parents 

not to allow preschoolers to play on the fixed equipment and not to wait outside 

classrooms as this can be a distraction to student's learning. If you need to see 

your child's classroom teacher, please phone or visit the school office to make an 

appropriate appointment time, rather than trying to catch them in the morning 

when they are preparing for class or after school when they often have 

commitments scheduled.   

 

Please note- Kindergarten parents will meet their kindergarten children outside 

Mrs Conyard's room during the first week of school, then transition to using 

the designated parent pick up points.   

 

Small schools swimming 

Those students who were successful in achieving qualifying times for the Small 

Schools Swimming Carnival at our school carnival in Term 4 will receive permission 

notes this week. The Small Schools Carnival will be held at the Grafton Olympic 

Pool on Friday, 14th February.  

 

Leader Induction Assembly 

This year we will continue to hold assemblies on Wednesday afternoons every 

second week if schedules and extra curricula events allow. Our first assembly of 

the year will be our special leader induction assembly where our captains, vice 

captain and sport captains will be officially inducted into their new roles and 

receive their badges. This assembly will be held on Wednesday, 12th February at 

2.30pm. All welcome.   

 

School maintenance  

The Department of Education is currently completing several maintenance 

projects around the school. Work which is noisy or likely to impact student 

learning is completed during holidays and out of school hours as much as 

possible. Areas which are undergoing work will be fenced and identified to 

ensure the health and safety of our school community. We look forward to our 

new and improved buildings as programmed works are completed.  

 

Violin program 

This year we will be introducing a violin program at the school. There will be 

limited places available in the program and ongoing inclusion will be dependent 

on interest, dedication to practice and behaviour. An expression of interest will 

be sent home soon for students in years 3 and 4.  



A great start in the library 

A warm welcome back to all our students, indeed to all users of our beautiful 

school library. The school library will continue to play a significant role in the 

social, emotional and academic development of all the students in our school. 

Research continues to highlight the significant gains students can make when 

they are regularly engaged in reading. Recently I read that as little as 15 minutes 

a day of reading engagement can result in reading achievement above 

national averages. With that in mind the teachers and staff have started our 

school year encouraging all students to borrow from the library and to read both 

at school and home. 

In our first week of class borrowing 93% of students at school borrowed from the 

library. No class fell below 90% of students who borrowed.... so well done to 

everybody. That is quite an achievement. Now we must set our goals to reading 

our borrowed books and developing a nightly reading habit of at least 15 

minutes with a goal to increasing this to 45 minutes. Together the school and 

home environments can work to achieve these goals. Remember that all books 

read count towards the Premier’s Reading Challenge (which you will hear more 

about as the year progresses). 

And lastly... 

Question: What is the tallest building in the school?   

Give up? 

Answer: The library. Because it has the most stories. 

Mr Woolridge 
 

Classroom News - 4/5/6 

In 4/5/6 we have been introducing the Rock & 

Water program. The program allows students to 

develop their confidence in identifying their feelings 

and emotions, as well as building on their strength 

and inner balance. We are really enjoying learning 

and playing the games involved.  



Chess Board 

A big thank you to our wonderful General Assistant, Mr Bebbington, who worked 

throughout the school holidays to complete refurbishments on the old pond area. 

We now have a new giant chess board! The 2019 year 6 students purchased a 

giant chess set as a parting gift for the school and we look forward to many 

lunchtime chess challenges in the future. 



 






