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Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
 

There have been several reported cases of head lice at school recently. As 

many parents know first-hand, head lice can be an ongoing battle. They're 

contagious, annoying, and sometimes tough to get rid of. We understand 

that eradication of head lice can be extremely frustrating, time consuming and 

expensive for families. Nothing can prevent head lice but regular checks can 

prevent the spread. Head lice eradication is most effective if the whole school 

community works together to treat the infestation so we are requesting that all 

families check their child/ren's heads for signs of head lice and treat immediately 

if needed. Remember that you can help to reduce transmission of head lice by 

tying hair back or braiding and by checking your children’s hair regularly. Thank 

you for your ongoing support to keep our students head lice free. 
 

Michelle Dalgliesh 
 

Important Dates 

2019 NAPLAN testing- 

This year Coutts Crossing is transitioning to online NAPLAN testing for Years 3 & 5. 

In coming weeks, participating students will participate in an online practice test 

which includes reading, conventions of language and numeracy. This will 

provide students with an opportunity to use the online platform and become 

familiar with the types of questions they will experience in NAPLAN online. 

Additional information will be forwarded to families of participating students.   

This Week Next Week Coming Up 

Wednesday–  

Coutts Café 

Yr 6 Farewell meeting 9.15am 

DEX ‘My First Year’ feature 

Mon & Thurs- 

Student Conferences 

 

Wednesday- 

Assembly 2.30pm 

 

All week–  

parent interviews 

9/4  P&C Easter Disco 6-7.30pm 

 

10/4 Circus Challenge 

 

11/4 Easter Hat Parade 12.30pm 

 

12/4 Small Schools Cross Country  

Wednesday 27th March 

Kindy ‘My First Year’ photo in The Daily Examiner 



Cross Country- 

Congratulations to all students on a fantastic effort at the school Cross Country 

last Thursday. Students demonstrated great stamina and endurance, working 

hard to achieve their personal best despite the very warm day. Staff were 

extremely impressed with the sportsmanship and kindness students displayed with 

each other throughout the race, our school is really living up to it's motto of Co-

operative and Caring. Thank you to the parents and community members who 

attended to encourage and cheer on students during the race. Students who 

were successful in making it through to the Small Schools Cross Country event on 

Friday, 12th April have received a note. 

Check out our Facebook album for more great photos. 

The winners were… 

12 years  Oslo & Kirsten 

11 years  Pedro & Megan 

10 years  Kayden & Zara 

8/9 years Dakoda & Sara 

6/7 years Tobias & Sharla 

 

 

 

Book Bank- 

Representatives from Koppers, a sponsor of the Book Bank program, came to the 

school last Friday to present our Year 3-6 students with their Term 1 & 2 books. 

Thank you to Carol Bailey, Darrell Simmons and Kevin Brotherson for their 

continued support of this wonderful program. 



Classroom News- 

Harmony Day- 

We have been learning about Harmony Day over the last week and most 

importantly why we celebrate it. Our research led us to draw the following 

conclusions: 

“We all have to respect each other.” - Eliza   

“We have been learning about each other and helping people.” - Mason   

“We can learn about people and sing our song on Youtube.” – Lane  

“We care for people and don’t make fun of others.” - Rush  

“Let people join in no matter what, even if their skin is different.” - Jacob  

“Diversity means that we are all different but that is okay.” - Lucas  

“On Harmony Day we treat people equal and we work together to make 

everything fair.” - Skye 

“Harmony Day is working together.” - Xavier 

“Give each other the same amount of kindness.” - Hugh 

“Harmony is being kind to everyone.” - Freya 

Last Wednesday we had a terrific time presenting our Harmony Day research to 

the rest of the school and performing the song ‘Everyone Belongs’. We all 

decorated a hand with Henna and created a school Harmony Day poster with 

them. This was to demonstrate our commitment to creating a school environment 

that accepts everyone no matter what their culture or background is. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Coutts Café- 

We are looking forward to our first Coutts Café for 2019 this Wednesday 27th 

March.  Notes have been sent home seeking interest from volunteers. Please re-

turn the note by tomorrow (Tuesday) if you are available to assist. 

 
Parent Interviews- 

Interviews will be held for all classes in Week 10.  Notes confirming interview times 

have been sent home. If there is a problem with your allocated time or you need 

to meet with a teacher outside of the scheduled times please contact the office 

so suitable arrangements can be made.  

 
Absences- 

We understand that sometimes being absent from school is unavoidable. The 

best way to let us know your child is absent is by phone or email (school), as soon 

as you know your child will be absent. 

 
NSW DoE Compulsory School Attendance Policy 

Parents of children from Kindergarten to Year 12 must ensure their children attend 

school every day. On occasion, your child may need to be absent from school. 

Justified reasons for student absences may include: 

 being sick or having an infectious disease 

 having an unavoidable medical appointment 

 being required to attend a recognised religious holiday 

 exceptional or urgent family circumstances e.g. attending a funeral 

Parents must provide an explanation for absences to the school within 7 days 

from the first day of any period of absence. Where an explanation has not been 

received within the 7-day timeframe, the school will record the absence as unjus-

tified on the student’s record. 

 
The importance of arriving on time  

Arriving at school and class on time:  

•  Ensures that students do not miss out on important learning activities sched-

uled early in the day  

•  Helps students learn the importance of punctuality and routine  

•  Give students time to greet their friends before class  

•  Reduces classroom disruption  

Lateness is recorded as a partial absence and must be explained by parents.  

 

 

If a student misses as little as 8 days in a school term, 

by the end of primary school they’ll have missed over a 

year of school. 



P&C News 

P&C stall- 

Thank you to the organisers and volunteers who helped with the election day 

stall on Saturday. It takes a lot of time and effort in organising fundraising events  

(equipment & supplies, cooking, set up/clean up and serving) to raise money for 

our students. Your efforts are very much appreciated! 

 

Canteen- 

When students order lunch and/or recess who are short of money or have left 

their money at home, we will still provide food for students. A notice will be sent 

home with outstanding amounts for payment by the next canteen day. 

 

P&C Suggestion box- 

Coutts Crossing P&C have placed a suggestion box in the 

school office. Please use the box if you unable to attend a 

meeting but would like to contribute an idea or suggestion for 

our P&C. All contributions will be read and discussed at the 

next P&C meeting.   

 
Easter Disco- 

Save the date for the P&C Easter disco coming up on Tuesday 9th April, from 6-

7.30pm in the school hall. 

 

Easter raffle- 

Don’t forget to add your raffle donation to our 

collection box in the school office.  

We hope to put together some great Easter 

baskets as prizes in the raffle. Tickets have been 

sent home with each family. Please return 

tickets and money to the school office by 

Wednesday 10th April, with a name on each ticket.  

Thank you for your support! 

Easter Hat Parade 

Thursday 11th April - 12.30pm 

Start putting together your hat creations for the  

Easter Hat Parade! 








